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Egyptian Old Kingdom Vs Sumerian 
Introduction 
	The Egyptian Old Kingdom and Sumerian in the Mediterranean are some of the most debated topics in history. The main source of these debates is because the two civilizations have a lot of similarities, yet evidence shows they existed at different times and were more than 140km or 88miles apart. Most scholars agree that Sumerian existed around 4000 B.C while the Egyptian Old Kingdom was present between 2649 to 2152 BC (Chadwick, 2005). Nevertheless, the two civilizations had some differences that help to distinguish their structures. The differences and similarities between the Old Kingdom of Egypt and Sumerian are crucial in understanding the religion, military, political the social structure of ancient civilizations and this is important in developing a sense of identity. 
Similarities 
	One of the similarities between Sumerian and the old kingdom of Egypt is that they shaped ancient history since they both demonstrate the beginning of human civilization. Regarding religion, both civilizations were the first to explore the myths of creation as well as the hierarchy and origin of the gods. Religion had a huge impact on their daily lives, and they both had priests who provided spiritual guidance. Besides, both groups believed in the afterlife and made special funerals for the dead in preparation for the time after death (Chadwick, 2005). 
Regarding the social structure, both civilizations were divided into social classes that were defined by the role of a person in society. For instance, craftsmen were at the bottom while the leaders and priests occupied the upper class. Besides, the social status defined the type of burial that one would receive. In the old kingdom, the rich would be buried in tombs, and in Sumerian, the affluent members would be buried with more valuable possessions (Stevenson, 2013). Additionally, the two groups defined the beginning of writing, which was later translated to understand their cultures. Furthermore, the two groups had a defined military that used weapons such as bows and arrows as well as spears. 
Differences 
	The political structure helps to distinguish the two civilizations. In the Old Kingdom of Egypt, the people were ruled by the Pharaoh, who was also considered as a god and had a lot of power and responsibilities in the kingdom. Also, Pharaoh was at the top of the hierarchy and had some officials who reported directly to him. The third rank of the hierarchy encompassed priests followed by scribes, who helped in writing the government’s contracts (Stevenson, 2013). On the other hand, the Sumerians believed in democracy, and the major government positions were elected and not hereditary as in the Old Kingdom of Egypt. Regarding religion, the Sumerians believed in many gods, unlike the old kingdom, who believed in one god who was the Pharaoh (Stevenson, 2013). 
	The military techniques in the two civilizations were also different. The Old Kingdom of Egypt had less prone to wars, and as such, the military encompassed low-class men who could not train for other jobs. On the contrary, the Sumerians had a more professional army that encompassed princes and the king (Perry, 1929). Besides, Sumerians had more conflicts with their neighbors as opposed to the old kingdom, which had friendly trade relations with neighboring kingdoms. Regarding their social structure, the Sumerian’s structure was more flexible as people could easily move to a higher status depending on their skills. On the contrary, in the old kingdom, the social status mainly depended on the family where one was born (Perry, 1929).
Conclusion
	To sum up, it is apparent that the Old Kingdom of Egypt and the Sumerian civilizations had distinct similarities as they shared a strong value for religion and had both upper social structures. Nevertheless, their political and military structures provide a huge difference. The Old Kingdom of Egypt was ruled by the Pharaoh, who had more power than everyone in the region. On the other hand, Sumerians had a democratic form of leadership as well as a professional military that protected the kingdom from external attacks. 
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